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In reported speech, you can replace “said” with a wide 
variety of verbs that give people more information about 
how someone said something. 

New language  Reporting verbs with “that” 

Vocabulary  More reporting verbs

New skill  Reporting explanations

KEY LANGUAGE REPORTING VERBS WITH “THAT”

FURTHER EXAMPLES REPORTING VERBS WITH “THAT”

HOW TO FORM SENTENCES USING REPORTING VERBS WITH “THAT”

“Say” and “tell” do not 
give any information 
about the speaker’s 
manner. You can 
replace them with 
other verbs that 
suggest the speaker’s 
mood or reason  
for speaking. 

Suggestions and explanations

Shows reluctance on 
the part of the speaker.

Reporting verbs with 
“that” do not take an object.

Verb introduces reported speech  
and gives more information about it.

Verb is followed 
by “that.”

Reported speech  
changes tense as usual.

“THAT” PAST TENSEREPORTING VERB (PAST TENSE)SUBJECT
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MATCH THE DEFINITIONS TO THE REPORTING VERBS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN MARK THE CORRECT ORDER OF THE 
SUMMARY SENTENCES

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

Mr. Kelly talks to his personal trainer 
about his general health and fitness.
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READ THE REPORT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD AS REPORTED SPEECH, FILLING IN  
THE GAPS AND USING THE VERB IN BRACKETS

244-247_Unit_71_Suggestions.indd   246 22/01/2016   11:34



247

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

COMMON MISTAKES REPORTED SPEECH WITH “SUGGEST”
“Suggest” is different from other reporting verbs. It is still followed by “that,” but the part 
of the sentence that reports the direct speech uses the infinitive without “to.”

“Suggest” is followed by the infinitive without “to.”

CHECKLIST

 Reporting verbs with “that”   More reporting verbs   Reporting explanations  

This is wrong.

244-247_Unit_71_Suggestions.indd   247 22/01/2016   11:34


